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In 1812 tlie writer ELvitka-Osnovyanenko organized the first per-
manent Ukrainian troupe in Poltava. Immense popularity was enjoyed
by the musical theatre which performed the first "Ukrainian operas
Nalalka-Poltavka by Kotlyarevsky, the Engagement in Goncha-
rivUi by Kvitka, Zaporozhets beyond the Danube^ by Gulak-Artemov-
sky, and others.

"Ukrainian musical works were based on Ukrainian folk songs.
IViany Russian composers, as for example, Glinka, who came to thfe
Ukraine^ also made use of Ukrainian folk songs. Shevchenko played
an important part in the development of art in the Ukraine. His play
Nazar Siodolya, (1844) made it clear that the Ukrainian theatre
had come to stay. He was the author of many librettos and themes for
Ukrainian musical works.

The Culture of the Peoples of Transcaucasia. The national
awakening of the peoples of Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan made
vigorous strides.

A great Georgian poet of the early 19th century was A. Chavcha-
vadze, a contemporary of Pushkin. An aristocrat by birth, Alexander
Chavchavadze was one of the first representatives of romanticism in
Georgian poetry. Georgia's enslavement by Russian tsarism cast an
infinite sadness on all the poet's works.

The most talented representative of romanticism in Georgian-
literature was Nikolai Baratashvili, whose works, while being pessi-
mistic in ton,e, voice a protest against the harsh realities of life in Geor-
gia. Nikolai Baratashvili is called the "Byron of Georgia."

i Georgi Eristavi was the founder of the realistic trend in Georgian
literature. In spite of his princely origin, Eristavi was an opponent of
serfdom in Georgia. He was Georgia's greatest playwright in the first
half of the 19th century and one of the initiators and active organizers
of the Georgian dramatic theatre in Tiflis.

I The hard lot of the Georgian peasantry and its struggle were por-
trayed byDaniilChonkadze, who himself was a serf peasant by origin.
His story The Fortress of Suram, published in 1859, was the first
voice raised in Georgian literature against serfdom. ,This story was
very popular among the Georgian people and had a great influence on
later Georgian revolutionary literature.

The national awakening of Armenia, dismembered by Turkey,
Persia and Russia, began with particular force after 1828-1829.
Many Armenians emigrated to Russia from the regions under Persian
and Turkish rule. Tiflis, where the Armenians were an important
economic factor, became the centre of the ideological and political
life of the rising Armenian bourgeoisie.

The first writer of note in Armenia was iKhachatur Abovyan. His
splendid novel Wounds of Armenia, dealing with the Russo-Persian
War, flayed ar* important role in the history of the national literature